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Newsletter – April, 2007

Newsletter – July, 2007

President’s Message
I hope you are all enjoying the glorious summer we are having. We have several upcoming events - Independence Day, Garbha and Deepavali. More details of the events are given elsewhere. It is my sincere hope that there will be a greater community participation in all the events.

We were hoping to have a Bharathanatyam performance by Sandhya and Subramaniam Kiran but unfortunately they had problems getting visas to visit this country and the program had to be cancelled.

I hope to see you all at the Independence Day picnic on August 18. 

Spring Festival was very 

successful with a large number of people enjoying the entertainment and the food. The number of people in the auditorium was many more than what I have seen in the recent past. The food was also great – almost the entire food was gone. The success of the function was due to the enthusiasm and active participation of the many volunteers. Our thanks to all the people who participated in the entertainment part.  Rekha Balaji who coordinated the program could not be there to enjoy the fruits of her labor. In her absence, Kaushal Nanavathi stepped in as the M.C. and did a great job. Our thanks to both of them.

Spcial thanks to Charu Saini who did an admirable job of coordinating the food court. Our thanks to the following persons who assisted Charu Saini and helped in making the food court a great success.

Mala Pal, Vanaja Ramarao, Shaila Maini, Neera Sheth, Shilpa Patel, Kirna Shah, Vijaya Shanbag, Rajni Simlote, Madhu Gupta, Lalita Arogyaswamy, Chandrima Mazumdar, Sunanda Sanyal, Sapna Ghosh, Vandana Nandi, Sabitha Ashutosh, Pushpa Prakash, Aparna Nivarthi, Bhagiradhi Adavikolanu, Sheila Nayak, Vakula Narayan, Pramila Suryanarayana, Padma Chadalawada, Usha Gokul, Vudyul Balkrishna, Rani Thammana, Sailaja Sishita, Sudha Raj, Sumathi Krishnan, Smitha Jason, Sunitha Kandula, Sujata Murthy, Anuradha Dontula. If I have not included any person who assisted in the festival, my apologies to them.

Parvez Sitar Concert: We had an enchanting Sitar concert by Ustad Shahid Parvez on May 12 at the Everson Museum. There was a very informative introduction by Professor Carol Babiracki. It was very satisfying to find a large number of persons of non-Indian origin. The flip side of it was the disappointing number of persons of Indian origin (much less than the other group).  Following is a review of the concert by Professor Babiracki.

The ICRCC Hosts a Master 

Carol M. Babiracki

On May 12, 2007, the ICRCC was privileged to host an amazing and inspiring evening at the Everson Museumwith sitar maestro Ustad Shahid Parvez, accompanied on the tabla by the young, talented Sri Subhajyoti Guha.  For many of us, Ustad Shahid Parvez represents the finest balance of tradition, innovation, and brilliant technique that contemporary sitarists have to offer, and on this evening he fulfilled all expectations.  He is a leading exponent of the illustrious Etawah Gharana, a four hundred-year pedagogical lineage of unbroken transmission from master to disciple.  Ustadji studied with his renowned father Ustad Aziz Khan, the grandson of the famous Imdad Khan.  The Etawah Gharana, also known as the Imdadkhani Gharana, redefined modern sitar playing with the establishment of a definitive gayaki  or vocal style of playing that emulates the flexibility, subtlety and versatility of the human voice. 


Ustadji began this evening's concert with a full presentation of the six-note, early night raga shuddh kalyan, said to be created by the 16th century musician Miyan Tansen in response to a competition proposed by one of the Emperor Akbar's court musicians.  Ustadji opened with  a long improvised solo alap-jor-jhala that moved from pure melody, outside measured time, to a pulsating, rapid-fire improvisation covering the full range of the instrument.  For the vocal-style gat, he was joined by the spectacular musical acrobatics of Sri  Subhajyoti Guha on tabla in a composed and improvised musical conversation that elicited frequent applause from the audience.  Sri Guha, one of a new generation of tabla exponents for the 21st century, was introduced to the instrument at age five by his father, Dr. Smriti Ranjan Guha, disciple of the late Ustad Kermatullah Khan of the Farukkabad Gharana.  He later became a disciple of Pandit Sanka Chatterjee, a disciple of both Ustad Keramatullah Khan and the late Ustad Allarakha Khan of the Panjab Gharana of tabla playing.


After a brief intermission, they concluded the concert, not with the usual "light" fare, but  with another long, full exposition of a raga, this time the hopeful, romantic khamaj.  Ustadji's quiet, delicate alap was breathlessly beautiful, and the gat section, accompanied by Sri Guha was positively mind-bending, particularly  when the two musicians switched mid-way from a moderately slow kaharwa tal (rhythmic cycle) to a moderately fast tintal, without changing the composition!   Ustad Shahid Parvez and Sri Subhojyoti Guha held nothing back this evening, blessing us with a rich blend of tradition, innovation, technical display, and pure transcendent delight

.

Upcoming events:

1. Independence Day Picnic: August 18 See details on page 

2. Garbha – October 13.

3. Deepavali Program is fixed for November 18. Deepavali is from November 8-10. This year we are trying to reduce the cost of the tickets to around $20 if our efforts to raise some funds from sponsors (external or internal) succeed. If any one is interested in helping us in this task please contact one of the board members.

INDEPENDENCE DAY PICNIC

AUGUST 18, 2007


2:30 PM -





RYDERS PARK

Directions to Ryder Park: From 481S take Bridge Street Exit. Turn right on Bridge Street, left on Erie Blvd. After Kmart (on the left) turn right on Kinne road (going east). From 481N take exit 3W, turn right at the end of the ramp, turn right on Erie Blvd. At Shopping Town turn right on Kinne Road. Proceed about ¾ mile until the stop sign before the overpass (481). Just after the overpass, turn left on Butternut road and proceed about a ¼ mile. Ryder Park is on the right at the DeWitt Twp. Office. 

As in the past, Dr. K Ashutosh is coordinating the activities. Here are his plans.

We will celebrate India's sixtieth independence day on Saturday,  August 18, 2007 at H  Ryder Park  situated at 5400 Butternut  Dr. in Dewitt from  2:30 PM.  A short cultural program is planned to start at 3:00 PM sharp followed by picnic beginning at 4:00 PM to continue till dark or till whatever time people would like to stay.  There is no charge for the event but the participants are rqeuested to bring food for their own group and about 5 extra persons. 
 

Please contact one of the following ladies for coordinating food:  

Sabita P. Ashutosh (446-3989) 

Rama Mehrotra (446-9036), 

 Mala Pal( 607-749-2726),  

Jayashri Prasad (445-2705) 

 Kirna Shah (682-4820).  

Also, please contact one of the above ladies to let them know if you will be coming and how many persons are expected in your group so that proper arrangements can be made.
 Essay Competition

This year we are planning an essay (in English) competition on "The Indian I most admire". There will be two groups, one for children from grades KG through grade 4 and another one for grades 5 through 8. A prize will be awarded to the best entry in each group. All entries must reach K. Ashutosh, 26 Cross Road, Syracuse New York 13224 by Augsut 11, 2007. Entries after that date will not be considered. 
Those who would like to present an item in the cultural program please contact K.Ashutosh @ 446-3989 or send me an e mail at dr.ashutosh@verizon.net . Please specify what you would like to present.
It should be a lot of fun. Hope to see you there.


2007 ICRCC DIRECTORY

YOUR ACTIVE COOPERATION NEEDED

We are planning to bring out the updated directory later this year. We are in the process of collecting information that will be included in the directory. Many persons responded to the letter regarding information to be included but many more did not.

May we request everyone to provide the information to be included in the directory? We have information on a fair number of people in the area but our data-base is not complete. If any of you know of persons who have recently moved into the area, please provide us with their names and phone numbers to one of the persons whose names are given later.

May we request those of you who did not respond to send back the letter indicating if the information is correct and if it is not the correct information to be included.

Please provide us with the names of children and your email address to be included in the directory. You may send the information by email to 

If your last

name is between

Contact

Abraham – Crane
Adavikolanu
Adavikolanu@hotmail.com
Dabir – Gupta

Shashi Dhar
dhars@yahoo.com
Haldipur – Luebs

Kirna Shah

kirnashah@gmail.com
Mahjan – Patankar
Suryanarayana
nvsuryan@yahoo.com
Patel - Zirath

Charu Saini
charusaini@msn.com
We are also soliciting advertisement to be included in the directory. The directory will be on 8-1/2 in x 11 in pages. The rates for the advertisements are

Full page:

$150

Half page


$100

Quarter page
$75

Cover pages (inside)
$500

We would appreciate your sponsoring the directory by your advertisements. Please contact: 

The following article by Mr. Mansukh Shah gives useful information regarding one aspect of financial planning. This should be particularly useful to persons who have arrived in this country recently and to those who have young children. Suryanarayana

ROTH IRA

By Mansukh J. Shah, CLU, ChFC 

In 1997, Congress passed legislation that would enhance your opportunity to save for retirement, the ROTH IRA.  As we all know, America has the lowest savings rate among the industrialized nations.
Everyone is familiar with Traditional IRAs.  People who are not contributing to  Pension Plans can contribute towards their IRA account and deduct up to $4,000 in 2007 if your are under 50 years of age, and $5,000 if you are age 50 and over, from their Earned Income.  However, people who are contributing to their company’s Pension Plan, 401K Plan, KEOGH HR-10 Plan, SEP, etc. can contribute to IRAs and ROTH IRAs subject to income limitations. 
The ROTH IRA differs from a Traditional IRA in one very important area, contributions to a ROTH IRA are not deductible from your Earned Income, (tax has already been paid on the contributed amount), your contribution and associated growth are completely tax-free upon withdrawal at age 59 ½. (with the Traditional IRA tax has to be paid at the time of withdrawal) Both ROTH IRAs and Traditional IRAs have withdrawal restrictions.  Traditional IRAs are allowed only after age 59 ½, while ROTH IRAs after age 59 ½ and 5 years.  There are some exceptions where withdrawals from ROTH IRAs are permitted before age 59 ½ (e.g. home buying expenses up to $10,000 in lifetime).  ROTH IRA withdrawals come totally income tax free, while Traditional IRAs are subject to ordinary income taxes.  People who need an income tax deduction now may want to contribute to a Traditional IRA account, while people in lower tax brackets who do not need an immediate tax deduction may want to contribute to a ROTH IRA.  Under these circumstances, ROTH IRAs are very attractive for children who work during the summer months and are in a very low income tax bracket.  They can contribute up to the limit on a ROTH IRA and all the proceeds after age 59 ½ come to them income tax free. 
Another important difference is that ROTH IRAs are not subject to “Required Minimum Distribution” at age 70 ½ like Traditional IRAs. ROTH IRAs can be a valuable tool for one’s retirement planning or they can pass it on to the next generation.  . 
Presently, to convert a Traditional IRA to a ROTH IRA there are income restrictions, but beginning in the year 2010, anyone with any income can convert their IRA into a ROTH IRA.  When you choose to do this, you will pay income tax on your rollover.  In order to reduce the impact of income tax, the IRS would allow the taxes to be paid over 2 years, 2011 and 2012.  Secondly, individuals who have reached age 70 ½ can directly rollover an IRA account by gifting it to a qualifying charity and pay no taxes. 

This article is for information purposes only.  You should consult your Accountant or Tax Attorney to determine which type of IRA is most beneficial to you.  For more information on IRAs visit www.irs.gov.



Events Calender

	Event
	Date
	Venue
	Time

	Independence Day Picnic
	August 18
	Ryder Park
	2:30 p.m. -

	Garbha
	October 13
	To be decided
	7 p.m. – 11:30 p.m.

	Deepavali
	November 18
	Holiday Inn Liverpool
	4 p.m. – 10 p.m.
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B.V. Ramarao
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Charu Saini
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Kirna Shah
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Newsletters


We would like to make the newsletter more interesting and relevant but to do so your cooperation is required. If you have any items. that you would like included in the newsletter please send them to the Newsletter editor (� HYPERLINK "mailto:nvsuryan@yahoo.com" ��nvsuryan@yahoo.com�).
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